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val on the Wartburg had gone on to a public resort. There the
speechmaking was continued; the number of soldiers among
the audience had largely increased, and these had with remark-
able unanimity and in a tumultuous way again cheered the
Republic, and finally refused obedience to some officers present
who had ordered them to go away. During the night the ex-
citement had spread among the soldiers until well-nigh the
whole military garrison of Eisenach was in a condition of ac-
tual mutiny. The officers had lost all control. Troops of sol-
diers now came to us with the request that we students should
put ourselves at their head. This indeed had not been the pur-
pose of the speechmakers of yesterday, who now had to use
every possible effort to prevent further mischief. From Wei-
mar, the .capital of the duchy, telegraphic orders arrived forth-
with to remove to that city the soldiers garrisoned in Eisenach.
But the soldiers stubbornly refused to go; they insisted upon
remaining with the students. Now the civic guard of Eisenach
was summoned to force the soldiers to depart. But when that
civic guard was in line on the market-place, it did not show the
least willingness to undertake the task. The guardsmen, rather,
amused themselves with cheering the students. The embarrass-
ment grew more and more serious. At last we succeeded in
persuading the officers of the troops that all this was only
a merry and light-hearted student frolic, and that the soldiers
ought not to be held to account for having, amid the general
hilarity, and perhaps under the influence of excessive potations,
fraternized with the students. The officers at last were induced
to take the jocular view of the matter, and we engaged our-
selves to bring the soldiers back to their duty, if the authorities
promised that nothing would happen to them in consequence
of this escapade. The promise came at once and now we suc-
ceeded in persuading the soldiers quietly to rally around their
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